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temporary set-backs from which he extracts valuable lessons :->
guide him to the goal.
In the past some British statesmen directly or by implica-
tion bore witness to the power of satyagraha. In South Africa
and India on various occasions they had to yield to tie demands
of satyagrahis. In an interview with Drew Pearson the then
Governor of Bombay, Sir George Lloyd (later Lord Lloyd ,
called Gandhiji's movement of 1919-21 the most colossal experi-
ment in world history which came within an ace of success.
The Gandhi-Irwin Pact and India's freedom are also tributes :o
the power of satyagraha. There is hardly any justificatory hcv>
ever, for ascribing the success or the partial success of saiya-
graha to the mildness or the justice of the British. According to
Gandhiji the Fascists and Xazis were revised editions of demo-
crats and had reduced to a science the unscientific violence
which the latter had developed for exploiting the so-ccilicd back-
ward races. The difference between the Fascists and the demo-
crats of the West was one of degree. "It is, therefore, a matter of
rule of three to find out the exact amount of non-violence
required to melt the harder hearts of the Fascists and the Nazis
if it is assumed that the so-called democracies melt before
a given amount of non-violence."75
Satyagraha depends for its success not on the mildness of
the adversary but on the capacity of the satyagrahi to suffer
until the opponent relents. Satyagraha being voluntary suffering
borne in love calls forth from all concerned, friends, ibes and
neutrals, spontaneous sympathetic response. Thus it is "a pro-
cess of educating public opinion such that it covers all the ele-
ments of society and in the end makes itself irresistible.3'79
For about three decades, critics also say, satyagraha was
tried in India under Gandhiji's leadership. He achieved the
liberation of India but not its political unity. He WJLS able to
carry out only a very small part of his social ideal. Besides, the
severe repression of the British suppressed the non-violent
resistance of Indians in 1922, 1933 and 1942. Thus satyagraha
is, according to these critics, a thing of history, a mere relic of
a by-gone age, which cannot work successfully in the complex
conditions of the modern world.
78 H.9 April 15, 1939, p. 89.
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